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Welcome to the Superintendent’s Newsletter 

The purpose of this newsletter is to communicate 
topics of importance to parents and the entire 
Walpole community. We are happy to highlight school 
events and major initiatives, as well as student and 
staff success stories.  We hope the items included 
here help you better understand the varied 
components of a modern educational institution and 
feel pride in the work we do.  
 
In this edition, we will discuss: 

1. Thank you to all Town Boards and local 
representatives 

2. Parent/Student Night at Walpole High School 
3. Student Recognitions 
4. Holocaust Survivor Sam Weinreb 
5. Music/Chorus/Orchestra 
6. Social Media 
7. Walpole High School 2018 College Acceptances 
 

Thank you for taking the time to review this 
information. 
Respectfully, 
Lincoln Lynch, Superintendent of Schools 

 

1. Thank you to all Town Boards and local 
representatives for support of 2019 
Budget 

Thank you to Town Meeting members for approval of 
the school budget, to the School Committee for their 
diligence and support throughout the budget process, 
to Jim Johnson for his advice and counsel regarding 
revenue calculations, and to the Finance Committee 
for civil discussions and probing questions. 

The School Department Fiscal Year 2019 budget 
maintains level services and targeted improvements.  
It includes reasonable class sizes as promised with 
passage of override six years ago.  The budget 
supports a comprehensive education program for all 
students Pre-K – Grade 12.  Teachers will be provided 
strong professional development programs.  We will 
continue to focus on STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Math), as well as less expensive 
access to Full Day Kindergarten ($3,000/year.) 

 Teachers embraced rigorous math and science 
standards 

 Digital Learning teaching “best practices” are 
shared 

 Heightened emphasis on social and emotional 
well being 

 Focus on closing the achievement gap 

 Academic and online supports and 
opportunities 

 Improved communication with public 
(Facebook, Twitter, WT, HW) 

 Improvements to school safety and security, 
building and grounds, and 

 Phase Two of the Full Day Kindergarten tuition 
reduction plan.  Next school year Full Day 
Kindergarten tuition is set at $3,000. 

Major initiatives next year include: 

 Continued attention to the Secondary School 
Buildings Space Needs 

 The coordination of the Strategic Plan revision 
for the next five years, and 

 The continued revision of academic standards. 

Lastly, the School Committee and I wish to express our 
gratitude to the community and all town departments 
for supporting education as a valuable experience for 
the children of Walpole. 

2. Parent/Student Night at Walpole High 
School 
Nationally Recognized Bullying Expert Visits Walpole 

Speak to any school administrator today and they will 
tell you one of the most prevalent issues they’re 
dealing with is cyberbullying.  It doesn’t matter the 
size or location of the school, cyberbullying continues 
to be a major issue; it is often disruptive to the 
learning process and general well-being of students.  
Walpole Public Schools recently invited renowned 
expert Dr. Elizabeth K. Englander to lead a bullying 
forum for parents and students.  Dr. Englander is a 
Professor of Psychology and the founder of the 
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Massachusetts Reduction Center (MARC) at 
Bridgewater State University. 

Dr. Englander’s presentation detailed how to 
recognize the signs your child may be the victim of 
cyberbullying, Englander explained school districts 
have the responsibility to intervene in instances 
where a student is bullying another via texting or 
social media outlets.  

Dr. Englander’s presentation was timely as we are 
always trying to educate our students on what 
constitutes cyberbullying. She let parents know how 
they can help support their children.  It is important 
for parents to recognize signs their child may be the 
victim of bullying or the aggressor and notify school 
officials. 

We know that parents are concerned about bullying 
and that is an issue which is growing in scope across 
the country. We take all accusations and instances of 
bullying and cyberbullying very seriously, which is one 
of the reasons we felt Dr. Englander’s presentation 
was something parents, students and school staff 
would find valuable. 

Dr. Englander’s presentation can be viewed HERE. 

3. Student Recognitions 

 Congratulations to all the winners at the 
Walpole High Film Festival. Here are a few of 
the winning film crews: Best Picture: "This Was 
You."; Best Screenplay: "Overdue"; Best Lead 
Actor: Ellen Irmiter, "So Below.” 

 Many French and Spanish students at Johnson 
Middle School attained national recognition 
for excellent performance on the 2018 
National Examinations. 

o Students earned a total of 6 gold, 14 
silver, and 6 bronze medals along with 
31 honorable mentions.  Attaining a 
medal or honorable mention for any 
student on the National Examinations is 
very prestigious. The exams are the 
largest of their kind in the United 
States with over 225,000 students 
participating in 2018. 

 Congratulations to Sean Lyden at Elm Street 
School for winning the Scholastic Unimaginary 
Friend Art Contest award! 

 The District art show is on display at the 
Walpole Public Library for the remainder of the 
month.  Displayed are many diverse artworks 
of students in Grades K-12.  

 Old Post Road School students raised money 
through a Make-A-Wish Spelling Bee.  The 
School had 160 students participate and 
collectively the students raised $5,368 for the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

4. Holocaust Survivor Sam Weinreb 
Excerpts from Article Written By Jessica Ferguson and 
Caitlin Kahaly Assistant News Editor and Staff Writer 

Holocaust survivor Sam Weinreb spoke to an 
auditorium full of Walpole High School Juniors and 
Seniors on Thursday, March 29. In his presentation, he 
shared his adolescent experience of losing his family, 
living on the streets of Hungary, being held prisoner at 
Auschwitz concentration camp and fleeing from the 
Nazis.  

“I learned so much on so many different levels,” 
Walpole High School Principal Stephen Imbusch said. 
“However, the biggest takeaway for me was to 
witness how strong the human spirit can be.” 

“It was super inspiring to hear him speak and really 
puts our problems into perspective,” senior Rachel 
Bagley said. “We are around the same age he was 
when he had to experience these atrocities, and it’s 
crazy to even think about. I gained a lot listening to 
him talk to us.” 

“Sam exhibited such resilience and bravery, and I 
hope his story had a huge impact on our students. 
They are lucky to hear from a living Holocaust 
survivor,” Walpole High School Guidance Counselor 
Elizabeth Albertelly said. “It is the job of young people 
to share Sam's story with others so that the world 
never forgets the atrocities of the Holocaust.” 

“It was an experience that everyone should at least 
hear about,” senior Joey Haskins said. “I feel like it 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3008510/File/Mary%20Mortali%20document%20folder/Dr%20Englander%20Presentation.pdf
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helped me to learn about how people like him 
survived or struggled during that time period.” 

After the presentation, some students stayed to thank 
Weinreb for coming and telling his story. 

“At the end of [Weinreb’s] speech, I stayed after to 
see if I could shake his hand and thank him. Sam told 
me and a few other students who had stayed that he 
sincerely wanted to thank us for listening to his story 
and that he ‘wished us the best of luck with life,’” 
junior Erin Mouradian said. “That was probably 
something I will never forget. It filled me a great sense 
of respect and appreciation for Holocaust survivors 
and victims of genocide.” 

“I hope they understand how lucky they were to hear 
a first-hand account of the Holocaust, as there are 
very few survivors still living today,” Imbusch said. “I 
also hope that Weinreb’s story will help everyone 
understand how certain speech and symbols can be 
hurtful to others.” 

 

5. Music/Chorus/Orchestra 
The Walpole High School Concert Chorus has made 
significant strides this year, and with their collective 
hard work and focus they earned a Silver medal at the 
MICCA Choral Festival! They had an amazing clinic 
following their performance with Dr. Tony Thornton 
from UMASS Amherst where they were challenged to 
think about choral singing from another perspective. 
These experiences are so vital to the development of 
our singers and program. 

Camerata (our advanced treble chorus) sang a song 
called Paper Crane. The piece is based on the story of 
Sadako Sasaki, a young Japanese girl who lost a battle 
to lukemia at the age of 12. The symbol of her lasting 
legacy is that of a simple paper crane, and because of 
her, the paper crane has become and international 
symbol of peace. At the spring concert, our students 
handed out paper cranes that they folded, and 
collected over $100 in donations that were sent to 
Boston Children's Hospital. 

Consider watching some of the previous choral 
performances and coming to see them perform in the 
future! https://www.youtube.com/playlist… 

 
6. Social Media 
The message below was sent to WHS parents from 
Principal Stephen Imbusch.  It’s an important message 
regarding social media implications.   
 
Dear Parents: 
No doubt, many of you have heard of the biblical 
parable where a mob had gathered, threatening to 
stone a woman. Jesus stated, "All right, but let the 
one who has never sinned throw the first stone". 
Slowly, the mob dropped their stones, and dispersed 
one by one. 
 
Forward 2000 years and stoning has gone out of 
fashion, at least in these parts. However, we still 
exhibit a mob-mentality in certain situations, and we 
have replaced stoning with something much more 
insidious, much more hurtful, and much more 
underhanded; social media postings. 
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I appreciate the fact that we have embraced the 
concept of 'See Something - Say Something'. However, 
'Say Something' does not mean you turn to social 
media and say it on Instagram or SnapChat. 
 
I also appreciate the fact that we are hyper-sensitive 
right now regarding the multiple school shootings our 
country has experienced recently. However, when 
mass-hysteria cripples a school community, it can be 
highly problematic and disruptive to the learning 
process. 
 
When someone says or does something that is 
perceived to be concerning, is that person alone 
responsible for the ensuing mass-hysteria? Not 
entirely. In my mind every person who has something 
to say about it on social media also has some 
culpability. Every student who decides to perpetuate a 
rumor by hitting 'send' on their SnapChat account… 
every adult who decides to post an uninformed, nasty 
comment on the communal Facebook page… every 
person who indulges these comments, even without 
posting, are contributing to the mob mentality....the 
modern-day stoning. 
 
Come on, Walpole! We're better than that. As a 
community, we could spend more time getting to 
know each other, and each other's kids, on a personal 
level, rather than throwing each other into the ‘Cyber 
Court of Public Opinion’. 
 

7. Walpole High School 2018 College 
Acceptances 

We are proud of our Seniors for completing their 
journey through the Walpole Public Schools.  The 2018 
College Acceptance List is one example of the hard 
work of our students, parents, and teachers allowing 
them to be highly competitive for college, and career 
readiness.  Click here to see the list of 2018 College 
Acceptances. 

QUICK LINKS: 
If you would like to review performance data for the 
school district, please visit our modern Transparency 
Center found at: 

http://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/w
alpole/2015 

 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us// 

School Committee Meeting Minutes and Meeting 
televised link 

Walpole Public School Policies 

Like us on Facebook @: 
https://www.facebook.com/walpolepublicschools/ 

Follow us on Twitter at:  @WalpolePS 

Town of Walpole website 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

5/25 Old Post Road Senior VIP Day 

5/29 Bird Middle School Gr. 6 Concert at WHS 

5/30 WHS Senior Dinner 

5/31 Johnson Middle School Gr. 6 Concert at WHS 

5/31 School Committee Meeting  

6/3 WHS Graduation 

6/4 WHS Awards Night 

6/4 Bird Middle School Grade 6 Environmental 
Education Week 

6/5 Bird Middle School Gr. 7/8 Concert at WHS 

6/7 Johnson Middle School Gr. 7/8 Concert at 
WHS 

6/14 School Committee Meeting 

6/20 Last Day of School – Grades 1 - 11 

 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/UserFiles/Servers/Server_3008510/File/Mary%20Mortali%20document%20folder/WHS%20College%20Acceptance%20Lists/2018%20College%20Acceptance%20List.pdf
http://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/walpole/2015
http://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/walpole/2015
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/about/school_committee/sc_meetings__agendas_and_minutes
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/about/school_committee/sc_meetings__agendas_and_minutes
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/for_parents/policies_and_forms
https://www.facebook.com/walpolepublicschools/
https://twitter.com/WalpolePS
http://www.walpole-ma.gov/

